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Disquieting Politics 


By T.K. 


STORY ABOUT MAD DOG 


Down-trodden people find something important 
even in a trifling event. 

On January 8a tragic incident occurred in 
Sodaemun Ward, Seoul. Bitten by a Tosa dog, a 
fighting dog as big as a calf, a five-year-old boy died 
on the spot. It is said that the dog is a mongrel 
between Japanese dog from Kochi and ferocious 
Furopean dog and that there are more than 10,000 
dogs of this kind in south Korea. The dog ran amuck, 
biting at the child for 30 minutes. But some 300 peo- 
ple who happened to be there were so scared that 
they remained a mere spectator. The child breathed 
his last, crying “Mom, Mom.” That is why Minju 
Chonson (Democratic Front), official paper of an op- 
position party, gave prominence to this news with a 
headline: “A Heartless World.” 


The dog had bitten at passers-by several times. 
So, the neighbours had requested the police to dispose 
of it, but in vain. 

This is symbolic of south Korea today. 

The Tosa dog that has the blood of a European 
fighting dog in its veins seems to symbolize neo- 
colonialism, including Japan, that dominates south 
Korea. 

Since everyone remains a passive onlooker to 
mad dogs that run wild, the casualties are on the 
steady increase. If anybody makes a statement out 
of anguish he is just ignored or thrown into jail. 
Ours is a world where mad dogs get the upper hand. 
The fact that Minju Chonson dealt with this incident 
with an ll-column article might have reflected the 
public sentiment. 

In fact, the Pak regime seems to be acting just 
like the mad dog. So the people are in a constant 
fear. It was out of fear that the people had attended 
the regular monthly meetings of the Neighbourhood 
Associations until around the spring of last year. It 
was said that if they didn’t attend, they would be 
reported to the Blue House. But these days people do 
not gather at all as they have come to see that they 
are not called to account so severely for their absence, 
and thus the meetings have become nominal. Now, 
they say that the Neighbourhood Associations will 
be strengthened to launch a drive to chain dogs up. 
How can the public at large, and more particularly, 
‘tthe poor folks raise such giant dogs? Such are the 
mass organizations under the Pak regime. As long as 
a mad dog rushes about and lives of people are 
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Considered to be in danger, that might be effective. 
But it is not that a mad dog runs wild all the time. 
So when their control is slackened even a little, the 
populace return into their own orbit, to a world of 
rumours. It is reported that they are going to set up a 
Youth Training Centre at a place quite far from 
Seoul in order to strengthen its lower echelons. They 
are said to intend to form something similar to 
Hitlerjugend. But no one thinks that such a “docile 
organization” can be formed with the young south 
Koreans. It will squander an enormous sum of money 
but will end in anticlimax. 

The Pak regime seems to be more irritated like a 
mad dog because it cannot win the allegiance of the 
masses. From January 19, Pak Jung Hi started his 
“New Year inspection” of central government offi- 
ces. To our surprise, it is reported, even high-ranking 
officials enlisted in that inspection were frisked. This 
was done apparently because Pak feared that any of 
them might be seeking his life. Even these officials 
were infuriated. The fighting dog who had bit the 
child to death was killed by a carbine bullet fired by 
a policeman that afternoon. Ever since, the mad dog 
has trembled for fear that he might meet a dreadful 
end like the dead dog. The KCIA has reportedly been 
expanded and consolidated and the 6th Bureau, a 
department for the criminal investigation of civilians, 
has been incorporated into the 5th Bureau. Maybe, 
this is intended to dissipate the impression oi the 
Gth Bureau which has tormented the critics of the 
government. But the 5th Bureau is in charge of the 
investigation of Communists. Therefore, those who 
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ate opposed to the government will be dealt with more 
severely as Communists. In fact, in south Korea 
whoever is stigmatized as Communist cannot win 
any sympathy from the people. Even the pressure 
of public opinicn abroad produces little effect. Some 
people are having a hard time of it, sentenced to 
penal servitude for life and other heavy penalties on 
charges of involvement in the case of People’s Re- 
volutionary Party. There is no electric light in the 
cells where these people are kept in confinement. 
Neither physical exercise nor interview is allowed. 
They cannot meet pastors or Catholic priests attach- 
ed to the prison. Moreover, in this darkness the loud- 
speakers eulogize the Pak regime all day long. It 
is presumably intended to drive the internees mad. 
However, there has been no mention of humanitarian 
problems concerning them. The south Korean peo- 
ple’s sympathetic inclinations towards ‘“anti-com- 
munist brutality” are immeasurably great, though it 
goes without saying that people remain a mere on- 
looker in order not to get bitten by the mad dog. 
That is why the Pak regime makes every effort to 
put communist label on the dissidents, in spite of its 
repeated failures. The same may be said of Mr. Kim 
Ji Ha. But for his Declaration of Conscience and the 
worldwide support, he would also have gone to the 
other world like the eight persons involved in the 
PRP case. Those falsely branded as Communists are 
tortured almost every day in prison even after sen- 
tences have been passed on them. Three such cases 
have been confirmed recently. A young man is sul- 
fering from hernia, but he is left untreated. Another 
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man was beaten, with an edged cudgel put behind 
the bent knees. The cudgel snapped three times. He 
got kicks on his belly and vomited blood. He was 
forced to swallow that blood back. A man who was 
sentenced to life imprisonment is confined in Kwang- 
ju prison. His fingers, eyes and face are all frost- 
bitten. He is allowed to apply ointments, but not to 
take internal medicine. They are permitted to drink 
two cups of water a day. The cells are so dark that 
they cannot read books. Moreover, they almost lost 
their eyesight because of their eye diseases. But they 
are not allowed to have their eyes treated. The cells 
are so small that they cannot stretch out their arms 
freely. Their health is deteriorating day by day. Even 
while making his men indulge in such anti-commu- 
nist tortures, the man in power says as he likes. 
Newspapers report that in his New Year’s press 
conference on January 12 Pak Jung Hihad this to say: 


“I think it is necessary to form a view of value 
that man should be respected more than money. 
This can be said to be a development of spiritual 
culture. We should realize the fact that if only ma- 
terial civilization develops and spiritual culture 
remains undeveloped, such a society is very fragile.” 


What does he mean by the respect of man? Is it 
that men excluded from his merciful solicitude are 
slaughtered under the pretext of anti-communism? 
So, the Council of Families of the Arrested asked in 
its statement how there could be respect of man 
without “releasing all the convicted or unconvicted 
prisoners detained as conscientious criminals and 
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stopping all inhumane acts.” In conclusion the 
statement says: 

“Recently the government has exhibited humanit- 
ies and set free even the ‘Japanese spies’ who were 
sentenced to life imprisonment. There will be no rea- 
son whatsoever to refuse the release of the con- 
scientious prisoners of its own country imprisoned on 
charges of the violation of Emergency Decrees Nos. 
4 and 5. Again we strongly demand that our hus- 
bands, our sons and our daughters be set free.” And 
those involved in the March First Declaration for 
Democracy and National Salvation are even banned 
from reading newspapers. It is said that because of 
the protests of lawyers they are now allowed to take 
exercise for ten minutes a day. 

This notwithstanding, the majority of the people 
cannot but assume the attitude of an onlooker, 
scared atthe mad dog. Once there is a sudden 
external change, their expectations rise suddenly, but 
soon they are seized with a greater defeatism. When 
words go round such as “Mr. Carter has been elect- 
ed US President” or “the dishonest act of the KCIA 
has been taken seriously at US Congress,’ even 
lawyers at the political court plead in high spirits. 
But, as soon as the man in power barks like a mad 
dog, a dead silence prevails. And people refuse to 
teleview the government’s propaganda programmes 
of the three TV stations by way of resistance. From 
8 to 8:30 p.m. all TVs have to cast the government’s 
propaganda programmes distributed by the Ministry 
of Culture and Public Information. Sometimes, all the 
three TV stations give exactly the same programme, 
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perhaps because of inadequate preparations. 
Then, most of the TV sets throughout south Korea 
are switched off. A friend of mine laughs, comment- 
ing, “This benefits only the electric companies with 
no accumulated power.” 

More often than not, the people, gripped with the 
deepest unrest and discontent, magnify a minor 
news to an unreasonable degree. On January 14 
Ryang Il Dong, Supreme Member of the Democratic 
Unification Party which has only two seats at the 
National Assembly, had a press conference. The press 
merely reported that “he urged intensified diplomacy 
with the third world.” But people claim that iu fact, 
he spoke more than that. Namely, the KCIA got wind 
of this press conference, seized printed matters and 
changed their contents entirely. But rumour has it 
that 200 copies had been concealed and they were 
actually used at the conference. In them Ryang 
expressed his apprehensions over the press gag and 
the present state budget in which national defence 
outlay accounts for 34.7 per cent. He also criticized 
the unreasonable budget bill, corruption and the real 
situation of trade unions. Among other things he 
emphasized: The government’s explanation of the 
south Korea-US discord is insufficient; the question 
of withdrawal of US troops has been raised by the 
Pak regime’s undemocratic repression; the Emergency 
Decrees must be repealed and democracy and liuman 
rights restored; and in particular, the National As- 
sembly must be dissolved and general elections held. 

It is true that encouraged by this resistance, 
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intellectuals are whispering among themselves. The 
opposition New Democratic Party is flayed for its 
degeneration. But how grievous it is that a friend 
of mine, who informed me of this, could not but 
entertain the following misgivings. 


“The New Democratic Party with quite a few 
seats at the National Assembly has turned completely 
into a semi-government party. And Mr. Kim Dae 
Jung, the greatest opponent, is subjected to such an 
intensive repression. The impotent Democratic 
Unification Party is allowed to make such utter- 
ances. Members of this party are not arrested when 
they speak of such things. Opposition parties are 
pitted against each other. This seems to be a highly- 
polished tactics of the KCIA.” 


The Pak regime is under the complete sway of 
Pak Jung Hi’s personality. Anyone failing to keep 
with his personality cannot remain his close attend- 
ant. One of his ministers, a jurist, once opposed the 
South Korea-Japan Treaty and took a critical attitude 
toward the government. But when urged to take a 
ministerial post he was so grateful that in his first 
statement to the President, he said: “At that time I 
was a mere greenhorn who knew nothing of the 
world...” He is a typical intellectual, I think. Pak 
Jung Hi dislikes dialogue. He decides whether the 
other party is a friend or a foe. Pak believes that 
everybody submits to power and reality. This belief 
has formed in him apparently because in his youth 
he served the Japanese army as a junior officer. 
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This belief of his has not been changed by 
democratic experiences after the country’s liberation. 
Precisely because of him the people’s everyday life 
is threatened and their human rights are violated. 
Moreover, south Korea has left ineffaceable impres- 
sions on the world. It is reported that American tea- 
chers in the US went so far as to refuse to take 
Christmas gifts from south Korean students. Because 
of Pak Jung Hi, south Korea is isolated from the 
rest of the world and US troops’ withdrawal has 
been raised as a most serious problem. Even in this 
situation, the Pak regime is working hard to keep 
Pak Jung Hi in power, saying that he is the main- 
stay of national security. 

It is natural that the people should look upon 
this as a mad-dog psychology. It appears that Japan 
considers this sort of regime advantageous to 
protecting her rights and interests and that she 
hopes the history of Showa which supported the 
“Manchurian Empire” will repeat itself. 


January 25, 1977 


SERIOUS THEOLOGY 


A copy of the clandestine document signed by the 
“Central Executive Committee of Korean Struggle 
Association for Democracy” was detected in a dark 
corner of the staircase of Seoul Metro on the morn- 
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ing of January 19. Ten thousand copies are said to 
have been distributed. This document includes five 
parts under the respective titles: “Statement,” 
“Declaration of Struggle for Democracy,” “Prograim- 
me,” “Resolution” and “Slogans.” I would like to 
reproduce here the full text of the “Statement” alone. 

“Freedom- and peace-loving nationals, and all 
citizens throughout the world! 

“We have formed the ‘Korean Struggle Associa- 
tion for Democracy’ (KSAD) with a view to over- 
throwing the one-man tyranny by Pak Jung Hi, the 
foe of peace of mankind, traitor to the 50 million 
Korean nation and violator of the human rights of 
30 million nationals. The ‘KSAD’ has carried forward 
the traditions of the continuous national revolution 
struggle such as the spirit of the Volunteers Movement 
and March First Independence Movement that play- 
ed a vanguard role in the anti-imperialist struggle 
sparkling in our nation’s chronicles as well as the 
April 19 Revolution. It now embraces the people of 
all walks of life, representing the mainstream in the 
movement against dictatorship and for democracy. 

“Convinced that a reckless and ostentatious strug- 
gle defrauds the history and the state, we will wage 
a substantial struggle for the democratic revolution. 

“Internally, we shall be lenient enough to take in 
even those who have so far collaborated with the 
dictator but now wish to come over to us under the 
KSAD’s banner, repentant for their past blunders. 

“Externally, we shall hail any solidarity strug- 
gle and any form of support, since we believe there 
is no boundary in defending liberty and peace. And 
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we pledge ourselves to strive for freedom and peace 
of the world’s people even after achieving our aim. 

“Nationals championing liberty and peace, and 
citizens throughout the world! 

“Our firm unity alone can wipe the dictators 
off the face of the earth. And it will bring freedom, 
peace, equality and humanity. 

“All democratic forces the world over, push on to 
topple down the dictatorship!” 


The “Statement” was made public in the name of 
“Chairman Han Min Sung.” Many are pleased to 
note the sagacity displayed in naming that way, for 
it means that democracy will emerge victorious in 
south Korea. 

The first article of the “Resolution” says that the 
“single line of struggle against dictatorship” shall 
be laid down in order to ‘overthrow one-man des- 
potism by Pak Jung Hi.” It was well-prepared state- 
ment written in a clear hand. The name “Han Min 
Sung,” too, I believe, came from deep meditation. 
Nor is this all. They have a good external sense. And 
they did not forget to put in the English name (Ko-, 
rean Struggle Association for Democracy—KSAD) 
of the organization. A friend of mine commented on 
the statement: 


“The public peace authorities lost no time to con- 
fiscate it. At first I wondered if it wasn’t a trick of 
the KCIA because I found it so well-reasoned. But 
it has too great impact to be a KCIA’s trick. It is 
strange that the competent KCIA has not yet found 
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any clue to the case nor is it arresting the suspects 
at random. I think it must be undoubtedly an act of 
those who are close to us. Anyway, they are a group 
operating deftly and purposefully with an interna- 
tional sense, I believe.” 


The sentences passed on December 29 last year 
on those involved in the case of the March First 
Declaration for Democracy and National Salvation 
look somewhat shorter than at the time of the first 
trial. In case of Mr. Kim Ji Ha, too, the 
penalty was reduced from 10 to 7 years. This is 
construed as a signal given to the United States by 
the Pak regime for its readiness to shrink a little 
from the problem of human rights should it be al- 
lowed to prolong its life. Of late Pak Jung Hi has 
been attending to every matter with the US in mind. 
He reportedly showed a “get-tough” attitude in his 
interview with the home reporters, saying that al- 
though the United States had pressed him to step 
down it was impossible. It is, I think, a kind of 
threatening statement intended to spread the rumour 
for the US side to see his stiff posture. Besides, I 
was told that Chang Gi Yong called on ex-President 
Yun Bo Son recently. Chang is the owner of the 
Hanguk Ilbo and ex-Director of the Economic Plain- 
ning Board under the Pak regime. He is one of the 
back-stage operators for Pak. 

His purpose in the visit was to ask Yun to take up 
the task of flying to the United States and dissuad- 
ing it from pulling out its troops. At the time Yun is 
said to have given the following retort: 
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“I’ve warned the government against that ques- 
tion since three years ago. The US troops will pull 
out some day, anyhow, though it looks somewhat 
premature now. Nowadays in particular, this question 
is further stirring up public opinion on account of 
the suppression of human rights by the Pak regime. 
I, on my part, have no word to say to the US side 
under such undemocratic circumstances.” 


Right after the passing of judgments at the se- 
cond instance on December 29 last year, all the 
families of the imprisoned issued a statement censur- 
ing the unreasonable decisions and expressing their 
conviction that God would absolve them. In conclu- 
sion, the statement said, ‘““We are grateful to different 
countries in the world for their deep concern and en- 
couragement to the struggle for restoration of human 
rights and democracy in this country.” The two 
personages, Pastor Tong Hae Dong and Professor 
An Byong Mu, were set free on probation. Pastor 
Tong remarked: 


“I was surprised at the fact that publication of the 
March First Declaration for Democracy and National 
Salvation became an event of worldwide concern, 
affecting the world’s churches. I was moved when the 
words reached to me in prison that the problem of 
south Korean churches cannot be put on the shelf in 
discussing universal Christianity at present. I've 
never dreamed that my small church, the Hanbit 
(One Ray) Church, would hold an important place 
among them. I have survived this cold weather while 
in prison. Everything is endurable even behind bars. 
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Most intolerable of all is that those who are outside 
prison—my family, friends and church—are in 
distress. Dr. Li Mun Yong told me when I was leav- 
ing prison: ‘Please, tell my wife that it will be too 
bad if the two of us collapse and that she should 
keep up her spirits at least for the sake of our chil- 
dren. The sufferings of our beloved ones tormented 
us more than our own. I’ve been released from prison 
earlier than others. This weighs on my mind as though 
I committed acrime. I’m going to do any work 
under your instructions.” 

The audience burst into laughter, saying: “You've 
never repented of your sins though you were thrown 
into prison.” It is said that once a man as gentle as 
a rabbit is jailed, he becomes as strong as a tiger. 
That seems true. No one can switch courses in this 
struggle. Then Prof. An Byong Mu said: 


“I didn’t know what probation was like. In the 
bus on my way home, someone told me what it meant. 
This set me crying, because I was tormented by the 
thought that I was alone in being discharged from 
prison, leaving my comrades to the mercy of tribula- 
tions, and because I felt myself left out in the cold. 
The Catholics, Protestants and politicians have come 
to form the indestructible, close-knit relations while 
in prison. We found time to map out the action plan 
on our way to court, in the bus or at a break for 
lunch. We whispered with each other even in court. 
They tried to silence us at first but abandoned the 
effort in the long run. Taking advantage of it, we 
exchanged informations, too, Religion was the main 
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topic of our conversations. I was impressed at the 
deep faith followed by Mr. Kim Dae Jung. I had 
planned to mention Mr. Kim Ji Ha’s faith in my last 
statement but forgot to tell it, the most important 
thing. I remember what happened when he was re- 
leased from prison after the case of the National 
Federation of Democratic Youth and Students. He 
said to me that he seemed to have acquainted himself 
with the quintessence of Christian faith in prison, 
though a little, adding that he wanted to call on me 
to confirm it. Apprehensive of his poor health, I 
answered that I would pay him a visit, but he was 
imprisoned again before I had a chance to do that. I 
was terribly worried about him while in prison... I 
was chucked out from prison. The fortitude of my 
friends around me made me stout-hearted, though 
I’m a man of feeble constitution, hardly able to do 
anything at all. The affixing of my signature to a 
sheet of paper has caused such a big trouble to myself, 
south Korea and its churches. We should not recon- 
cile ourselves only to a reasonable thought in approa- 
ching things. God regards even a very trifle matter 
as something serious, transcending human wisdom, 
as pointed out in the Bible. This serious theology 
should be called to account in our situation... As for 
those in prison, you don’t need to worry much about 
them. Pastor Yun Ban Ung had an attack of diar- 
rhoea. Pastor So Nam Dong takes a cold rub-down 
with a wet towel twice a day. The faith of ordinary 
believers is so strong that the pastors and Catholic 
priests often find themselves in awkward position. 
Mr. Kim Dae Jung and others propose at every op- 
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portunity to stage a hunger strike. ‘The pastors and 
fathers may be starved to death, if only they do as 
the ordinary believers want them to.’ So saying, they 
had a laugh. It is impossible to keep the gate of 
prison shut for long. Countless people greet us in 
the morning when we are let out for washing. They 
are all strangers to us. The news of our imprison- 
ment reached all the inmates within half an hour 
following our arrival in prison. So, they tried hard to 
send in their bread and the like to us, heedless to the 
fact that they would have a hell of a time if they are 
caught doing it. From this we sensed that a new era 
was dawning. Even thieves assumed the attitude 
full of affection. Such was the way the people felt 
towards us. 

“When I was hesitantly leaving the prison with a 
touch of regret today, Mr. Kim Dae Jung encouraged 
me with the words: ‘Go out and fight. Try to lay the 
theological foundations for the future of south Korea.’ 
I responded to him with: ‘Do you mean a new theo- 
logy?’ ‘I mean a genuine theology, he said. The 
feeling that the eighteen personages are united in 
a body will remain unchanged in the rest of their life. 
Mr. Kim went so far as to remark that Christianity 
will perish should it fail to revive in south Korea. He 
went on: ‘It appears that Toynbee thought Christi- 
anity would be resurrected in dealing with the 
problem of American Negroes. But south Korea should 
be the first to have it restored. We should not 
confine ourselves to aping the things West European 
all the time but should create our own theology in 
agony for the rest of the world. It is necessary to 
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originate the idea of unifying not only Korea but 
the divided world and show the way of putting it into 
effect! And he further remarked that he had thought 
the scientists should be politicized but now he came 
to think the politicians should be theologized and 
politics be placed on the religious foundations. Mr. 
Kim was a man who not only excels in intelligence 
but has the deep faith. For this, too, I am grateful to 
God. It is, I believe, one of the questions God should 
take up as a matter of serious concern. In prison I 
said my prayers, picturing to myself all of your faces 
one by one.” 


Those who gathered that day at the Hanbit 
Church in the northeastern sector of Seoul left there 
late at night and hurried home, fearing they should 
violate the 12 p.m. curfew. They walked in the 
darkness, their hearts throbbing with somewhat pa- 
thetic feeling. They were very sad as well as very 
pleased. They felt like offering prayers, hanging on 
to anything they could lay their hands on though they 


couldn’t tell what it was exactly. 
January 25, 1977 


WHIMSICAL POLITICS 


It is said that as the ROK-US scandal had been 
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a topic of public discussion, the ROK-Japan scandal, 
too, has come to draw public attention. How will the 
United States which caused the Watergate scandal 
cope with the Marygate scandal? Judging from the 
way Japan disposed of the Kim Dae Jung affair, it 
is quite easy to picture what tricks she will play this 
time concerning the recent scandal. It seems, there- 
fore, that those offering sharp criticism feel a sense 
of defeat from the start. This time, too, Japan will 
assume the same posture with which she sang the 
tune called by the despicable Pak regime pretending 
to be ignorant of the stark fact at the time of the 
Kim Dae Jung incident. Far from changing her at- 
titude, she will further close her ties with the Pak 
regime, exercising greater prudence and covering 
up all evidences. On February 5, six leaders of the 
Insam Company and Iihwa Pharmaceutical Com- 
pany, both run by the Tongil-gyo Church under the 
publicly recognized protection of the KCIA of the 
Pak regime, were arrested and charged on evasion of 
taxes. Another day, February 13, witnessed the arrest 
of a ministerialist who is said to have taken 50 mil- 
lion won of a bribe from the representative of the 
Taepyong Corporation which has business relations 
with Japan’s “Sumitomo.” It is related with the in- 
troduction of fertilizers by the Agricultural Coopera- 
tive Federation, I hear. In connection with this case, 
a charge was also brought against Cho Jung Hun of 
the Taehan Air Line. They say a strong political odour 
of the KCIA emanates from the backdrop of such 
cases. The following comment of my reporter friend 
is worth quoting: 
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“At this time when the ROK-US and ROK-Japan 
scandals have become an international issue, it is 
important to make a gesture of doing something be- 
fore the fact is brought to light. This may be neces- 
sary also in order to contend that they are all private 
matters which have nothing to do with the govern- 
ment. That is not all, I think. The Tongil-gyo scandal 
may pose a problem in the United States and some 
scandal may crop up also in Japan to invite public 
criticism. In such a case at least the Pak regime or 
Pak Jung Hi should remain covered up at investi- 
gation. It appears an attempt is made to hold the 
Tongil-gyo property and personnel in Seoul as a 
hostage. As for Japan, the Pak regime may threaten 
her with something which is allegedly at its disposal 
and is enough to shake her political circles. Although 
the Pak regime is so tightly bound up with Japan, 
it often takes the anti-Japanese sentiments of the 
people as a weapon against her or capitalizes on her 
bribe-offered individuals by blackmail. Trading on 
man’s weak points, instead of putting faith in man’s 
goodwill, it is crushing every value, every sound hu- 
man relation. What wicked acts can’t the base 
fascists do?” 


This is a hard and fast rule followed by the Pak 
regime. It ascribes both the Kim Dae Jung and Pak 
Dong Son cases to the “individual blunders commit- 
ted out of excessive faithfulness.” And at least Japan 
is made to accept it helplessly. To work out another 
script of such sort, this time the Pak regime schemed 
to make the KCIA director a scapegoat. To cope with 
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this, the latter asked the US embassy to ensure his 
personal safety. This means the script of the Kim 
Dae Jung case turned out to be a poor work. For this 
reason his boss Kim Jong Pil had spent nervous days 
at his farm in his native South Chungchong Pro- 
vince. They say he was recently called up again and is 
now going to depart on an overseas junket to ex- 
plain the Pak regime’s affairs. 

It is hard to tell whether the personal safety of 
KCIA Director Sin Jik Su is really being ensured by 
the US embassy or the US imperialist Eighth Army. 
A word goes round that rejected by the US side, he 
is locked up by the Pak regime. Anyway, he has dis- 
appeared from the power elite since he resigned from 
his post. The deputy director of the KCIA who had to 
quit office because of his implication in the operation 
in the United States is now said to have occupied the 
key post in the Army Security Headquarters. It is a 
more authoritative post. Informing me of this, my 
friend explained it as an open manifestation of Pak 
Jung Hi’s intention to fight to the bitter end, spurn- 
ing the pressure put on him to resign. One can hardly 
be trustworthy unless he is faithful enough to do 
anything, even evil acts. Otherwise, it is impossible 
to maintain his power. 

The Pak regime is none other than a pack of im- 
becile gangsters and terrorists, though this expres- 
sion might jar on its ears. Imbecile as it is, it shows 
a very sensitive reaction like animal in its instinct 
for existence. And it is shrewd enough, far from im- 
becile, when it comes to devilry. Such being the case, 
its politics can be said to be the whimsical politics 
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coming from that mentality. 

For some reason, the practice of cutting up with 
scissors or blacking out with ink the newspapers 
from Japan stopped, entering this year. This may be 
out of the belief that anyone trying to read them would 
come to see somehow the overseas scandals of the 
Pak regime. The Pak regime seems to believe that 
if only they are kept out of the popular masses, it 
will suffice. It may think this is quite possible since 
the home newspapers are all at its service. However, 
its efforts to make good impression, if only a little, 
upon foreign countries cannot last long. Because this 
power is unable to pass over those critical articles 
with patience. Its present soft measure may be a con- 
ciliatory gesture towards the Japanese side with the 
approach of the ROK-Japan negotiations including 
a meeting of the ROK-Japan Assemblymen’s League. 
Things may be restored to the original state even 
tomorrow by whimsical order since this is a lawless 
land. 

The news coverage of home papers is ridiculous. 
They simply omit or “cut off the head and tail” of 
both foreign and home news accounts in the very 
literal sense. For instance, they compile a report in 
such a way as to give an impression that although 
President Carter takes issue with human rights in 
south Korea, he will come to step back in his argu- 
ment for the withdrawal of the US troops under the 
pressure of the defence officials. Editorials insist that 
Japan should show an active position within the 
“ROK-US-Japan defence system.” On the other hand, 
when dealing with the statements of critical person- 
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ages, the newspapers water down and “twist facts” to 
throw their bad image on the people. They reported 
that American priest James P. Sinnott critical of 
south Korea had placed an “anti-ROK advertisement 
echoing with the propaganda of the north” in the 
January 23 issue of the New York Times. This report 
is as much as to say: Quite noteworthy is the fact 
that he parroted ‘“‘north’s propaganda,” claiming the 
withdrawal of the US troops and the termination of 
the military aid to south Korea, and alleging that 
Pak Jung Hi is preparing for northward invasion and 
going to plunge not only the US troops but also the 
whole world into the holocaust of war. 

This is intended to reason the people into com- 
pliance with the Pak regime’s words about “antigov- 
ernment,” that is, about “sympathy with commun- 
ism.” The whole content of that advertisement still 
remains unknown to us. But we think it might have 
called for putting pressure on the Pak regime to stop 
its undeniocratic rule and suppression of human 
rights, with a determination to withdraw the US 
troops from south Korea. In this connection, the 
KCIA agents are calling on dissidents at home to 
intimidate them, saying: ‘Now see what they look 
like! But you’ve supported them and received their 
support.” At this, a church leader is said to have re- 
plied: “I have not the remotest idea what you mean. 
Even if it is the truth, all the blame falls on you since 
you banished Priest Sinnott.” 

How “consistent” the gangsters’ whimsical poli- 
tics is! The people live in constant suspense. And this 
very suspense seems to be a fertilizer indispensable 


22 


to the fascist dictatorship. A prize of 1,500,000 won 
was awarded to 3,000 villages each picked out at a 
mass meeting of the New Village Movement. The rep- 
resentative of a certain village told me: 

“Our village was made to breed fish. As a result, 
it is in debt 700,000 won though fish culture has 
brought it 500,000 won. The New Village Movement 
goes on while there is a pressure from higher-up and 
funds are advanced. That’s all. The cultivation of 
the rice, Tongil, was encouraged and it has brought 
about some increase in output. But the question is 
a drop in rice quality. More, as this rice plant grows 
short, it is impossible to make a bag with its straw. 
Farm households have lost their side job, a straw- 
bag making, and had to purchase jute sacks instead. 
This adds to their financial burden, and jute sacks 
are unfit for rice storage. Such chain reaction seems 
to be outside the mind of the government.” 


From this fact alone it is quite easy to see what 
whimsical politics of the Pak regime is like. When- 
ever things turn for the worse, the threat from the 
north is underscored. 

More typical whimsicality finds its expression in 
the fact that the north was urged to “take the aid 
of food from a humanitarian standpoint.” Pak Jung 
Hi made this proposal in his New Year press inter- 
view on January 12. Speaking such sheer nonsense, 
he tried to show off his high feathers. Needless to 
say, it was a propaganda for the south, rather than 
against the north. Nonetheless, the government of- 
ficials are gadding about to hear the responses of 
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personages of various strata, foreigners included. 
How ridiculous it is! Pak had thought that the foreign 
public, moved by the excellent humanism of south 
Korea, would give wide publicity to it. What on earth 
should we call such senseless politics? 

The whimsical politics had its adverse effect on 
the recent examination for entrance to universities. 
This happened last year when Pak Jung Hi went to 
a vocational school, At the whim of the moment, he 
blurted there that a “special favour” should be con- 
ferred on the graduates of vocational schools. As a 
result, they, unlike those of higher schools devoted to 
civic science, have come to enter vocational colleges 
without taking state examinations for eligibles. The 
rate of their admission into each college is set at up 
to 50 per cent. Thus, the graduates of civic higher 
schools have come to find it hard to enter engineer- 
ing colleges in particular. This caused a big com- 
motion. Some students changed their desired sub- 
jects of study, while others complained that they had 
to choose vocational schools to enter engineering or 
commercial colleges. The word of the President is im- 
perative. His word should be accepted right and it 
leaves no room for examination. Once it drops from 
his lips, it acquires a terrible force seemingly enough 
to do great wonders then and there. No matter how 
silly it may be, his word is imperative. But there’s 
no telling when and how it will change as it is flung 
out of whim. No one can tell how his strict order on 
favouring vocational school students will change 
tomorrow. His word always comes abruptly just like 
an army launches a night or surprise attack. This is 
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the very source of unrest in the south Korean so- 
ciety. One can hardly organize a sound life with 
prospect and plan. He has to live a mutable life in 
suspense. 

The climax of this whimsical politics was marked 
by the President’s New Year inspection of the central 
government offices. On January 29 he went to the 
General Affairs Bureau which also manages person- 
nel affair, and ordered it to work out the “list of the 
grafters” and keep it for good. Upon this order it 
was immediately decided to produce an “almanac 
for the reform of the general administrative affairs.” 
But the problem now is how to define the grafters 
to be registered in the almanac that will go down 
through generations. In the age of the Li dynasty 
the upright, able officials were registered as “clean- 
handed officials” after their death. Their number 
narrowly added up to a little more than 190 in 490 
years. In contrast, many corrupt officials were brand- 
ed as “mean officials,” which meant the ‘destruction 
of all their kinsfolk” to be cursed down through ge- 
nerations. Even while giving explanation to this 
historical fact, all newspapers seldom criticize Pak 
Jung Hi’s “restorationist disposition.” Government 
officials too sing the tune called by him to escalate 
the loss brought by his whimsical behavior. In face 
of Pak Jung Hi it is absolutely necessary to give an 
affirmative answer “Yes” and pretend to do some 
extraordinary things. 

Pak Jung Hi went to the Ministry of Education 
and prated about “strictly enforcing man-centred edu- 
cation based on loyalty and filial duty.” He gave the 
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Scientific and Technical Agency “instructions as to 
striving to enter the ranks of the advanced countries 
without fail at the beginning of the 80’s.” At the Min- 
istry of Culture and Public Information he ordered 
it to “build a national museum in Kwangju” of South 
Cholla Province. All these were hailed as the great 
decisions of the wise monarch. On February 11, he 
visited the Seoul Special Municipal Office and de- 
clared: “A provisional capital will be built on the 
area which is within a one-hour car ride along the 
expressway from Seoul.” This was a surprise to 
Seoul Mayor, who asked thereupon: “Will it bother 
you if I make it public?” At this, Pak answered back: 
“It’s a plan I’ve been forming for the past two or 
three years. I’ve already instructed the newspaper 
offices to report it.” This must be an arbitrary deci- 
sion of the monarch. Now this arbitrary decision has 
thrown the Seoul citizens into a psychological panic. 
It appears this political power can hardly keep itself 
without giving mental shocks to the people uninter- 
ruptedly. There is even a rumour that the monop- 
olistic purchase of land has already been wound up 
through the land brokers who are associated with 
the higher-ups. This rumour must be circulating be- 
cause every construction project hitherto has been a 
source of money-making for the power elites. Belated 
small land brokers usually suffered big losses. Be- 
cause they were banned from activity or expropriated 
by law and power under the name of preventing the 
flood of speculations. 

The south Korean society now seems to have gone 
back to the society of the Li dynasty several hundred 
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yéars ago. Under the rtile of the monarch the people 
are keeping silence, trembling with uneasiness and 
displeasure. Those nobles who seek to reap benefits 
from power are trying to keep their own power and 
wealth by blindly praising the childish, whimsical 
“words” of the monarch. In such conditions, intellec- 
tuals and believers in particular who can be likened 
to a small number of sincere Confucian scholars, are 
attempting a lonely resistance. What is the use of 
living under such primitive circumstances? The news- 
papers are trying to give as much space as possible 
to the accounts of the resistance which occurred in 
Eastern Europe, as if they are to recover their breath 
in such circumstances. 

February 15, 1977 


SONG OF THE MASSES 


Pak Jung Hi dropped in at the Ministry of Justice 
during his round of New Year inspection and grow- 
led: “Don’t make a fuss about liberty and democracy 
at this moment of national crisis... Apply ruthless 
legal sanctions against anyone who fails to under- 
stand what the revitalization means!” No doubt, this 
baloney too was spouted out of his whimsical poli- 
tics. 

Invariably hidden behind this kind of outburst is 
the consideration for the United States. A rumour 


27 


once flew about that deported Rev. Ogle would come 
back as US Ambassador to south Korea. So, the 
KCIA operatives bustled about in an effort to sound 
out that possibility, drawing sardonic smiles from 
many people. Pak has been getting extremely nervous 
about the attitude of the Carter Administration. He 
seems to be at a loss what to do, with hitherto main- 
tained relations broken off. The young officials who 
have returned home from the United States after 
their service there are said to be now on the decline. 
A rumour has it that the present Director of the Eco- 
nomic Planning Board was nominated for ambas- 
sadorship to the US but it hasn’t agreed. Therefore, 
old diplomat Kim Yong Sik, ex-Ambassador to Brit- 
ain who has been kept away from the power elite, 
is reportedly to be appointed in his stead. Once the 
ROK-US relations are settled, there will be a whole- 
sale Cabinet reshuffle. Pak pins a bigger hope on 
Japan’s role in these undertakings, too. Having lost 
people’s support due to his misrule, he is grovelling 
in the dirt before Japan and the United States in the 
hope of retaining his power. 

The struggle for democracy in south Korea is in 
dilemma in many a respect. It is a grim struggle, 
indeed. The government is trying to wind up the 
major political trials at an earlier date. They say that 
the termination of these trials will be followed by 
the negotiations with the United States. The KCIA 
is spreading a rumour that those implicated in the 
case of the March First Declaration for Democracy 
and National Salvation may be set free in February. 
Nobody knows what it has in its sleeve. It seems that 
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Pak Jung Hi has not yet given a final decision on this 
case. Similar rumour is flying about with regard to 
the four clergymen involved in another case of the 
Declaration for Democracy and National Salvation 
in Kwangju. They are now sharing the same cell with 
minor criminals. The second hearing, I am told, will 
end in April. 

The KCIA more often than not puts a rumour into 
circulation by itself and then arrests or walks off 
anyone who spreads it. Now it has started the ru- 
mours to the effect that the ‘““ROK-US relations will 
soon improve” and that “as the United States has 
gone too far, she is sending an envoy for apology.” 
The people are continuing resistance with single pur- 
pose even in the whirlpool of such rumours, suppres- 
sion and appeasement. A letter addressed to all the 
people in the country was read out at the Christmas 
service held in December by the young Christians in 
Seoul area. The letter contained the appeals titled, 
“To All Churches in the Country” and “To the 
Youths.” The space for four lines of the last part 
titled ‘To the Government” was left blank. It means 
a silent resistance. 

The young Christians in Kwangju of South Cholla 
Province made public “Our Religious Confession” in 
mid-January. It called for the restoration of democra- 
cy, release of the imprisoned personages, freedoms of 
the press and religion, and said in the last part: “The 
Pak Dong Son bribery scandal and the Kim Sang 
Gun case which disgracefully hurt the country’s pres- 
tige should be opened to the public.” But the phrase 
“should be opened to the public’ was replaced with 
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the words “are all regrettable,” before the letter was 
actually published. The result, however, was that six 
youths were walked off to the police and three put to 
torture. The 200 people who gathered there staged 
a demonstration in the precincts of their church, cry- 
ing for the abolition of the Revitalization Constitu- 
tion. They say it looked more heroic in the falling 
snow. The song chanted at that time is now secretly 
in vogue in our country. It is said to be the Negro 
spiritual “O, Liberty.” Here is its first stanza. 


O Liberty, O Liberty 

I shall be freed 

Though my body is on the chain. 
I shall be back soon 

To the embrace of the Lord 
Who brings me liberty. 


A certain church dedicated to the poor was burnt 
down in the fire of unknown origin. The police gag- 
ged people about it. The students in chains are for- 
ced to write a statement pledging themselves to be 
loyal to the government. The prayer meeting at a 
Catholic church in Wonju of Kangwon Province, 
scheduled for the latter part of January, proved abort- 
ive, because the KCIA put the expected participants 
under house arrest. A rumour goes forth that the 
dismissed professors, who have been looking for a 
chance of being reinstated this March, are preparing 
for a more positive action as their hope is not likely 
to be realized. The fighting men are plagued by their 
worsening daily life. 
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One of the reporters fired from the Tonga Ilbo 
died of chronic disease. The funeral was held late in 
January with the participation of more than 300 
mourners including all the reporters chucked out of 
the Tonga Ilbo. Greeting the New Year, these report- 
ers had put out a pamphlet in which they wrote: “We 
wish all the fellow countrymen freedom and peace” 
and “We wish you, the democratic citizens, would 
fight your way in the hopeful New Year.” And they 
appealed: “Let us become prudent and take care of 
ourselves for the day when we will be reinstated in 
office as the honest, industrious and courageous 
journalists.” They went on: “We remember that many 
personages are languishing in prison in our stead.” 
They themselves, truth to tell, have undergone a great 
deal of difficulty from arrest, imprisonment and pov- 
erty. Now, they have lost one of their beloved 
comrades. The funeral took place in Hanbit Church, 
the rendezvous of those who belong to the Galilee 
Church. Also seen there were the families of those 
involved in the case of the March First Declaration 
for Democracy and National Salvation. A wreath 
sent by Mr. Kim Dae Jung was laid in the place of 
honour. All the mourners, be they Christians or non- 
Christians, sang in chorus a hymn and the song of 
freedom, “We Shall Overcome.” Carrying the coffin 
on their shoulders, they tried to pass near the build- 
ing of the Tonga Ilbo Office, but the procession was 
staved off by the police. It was a grief-stricken 
gathering that proceeded in the encirclement of the 
KCIA and the police. 

Political trials dealing with many other people, 
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in addition to those prominent personages connected 
with the case of the March First Declaration for De- 
mocracy and National Salvation, still continue well: 
nigh unobserved. A trial was called against the 
young preacher who had gone in hiding when a 
warrant of arrest was issued on the charge of distri- 
buting copies of the afore-said declaration. In his 
last statement he roared: “I have surrendered myself 
as the persecution of my family and church was in- 
tolerable to me. Such a state of affairs, if continued, 
will lead to the ruin of this country. People are forced 
to talk black into white simply because of existence 
of the north.” The struggle continues on a nationwide 
scale. They say Mr. Ham Sok Hon was unexpectedly 
invited to a workers’ assembly in a certain district 
and addressed it, quoting even the March First De- 
claration for Democracy and National Salvation. The 
owner of a drug store in Kwangju area whose son 
is active as chairman of YMCA had to quit his busi- 
ness because there came the order to close his store 
on the charge of selling spurious medicaments despite 
the lack of any evidence. 

The anniversary of the March First Independence 
Movement will soon come around. The second and 
third declarations, I believe, should be issued as a 
successor to the March First Declaration for Demo- 
cracy and National Salvation. The KCIA is leaving 
no stone unturned, believing that people, the students 
in particular, will not remain still on the occasion. A 
second March First Declaration signed by 33 might 
be published like the one issued during the indepen- 
dence movement on March 1, 1919. Or it might appear 
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in the form of “Charter-77” as in Czechoslovakia. 
These rumours put the KCIA on alert. Or, it might be 
a resistance declaration signed by a few leaders. If 
it were something like a “Charter-77,” the solidarity 
for freedom and human rights might be expressed, 
transcending the eastern and western camps. It will 
be a new orientation for world history. The voice of 
resistance is flowing on even under such tyrannical 
rule, though from the minority, because it is enjoy- 
ing the covert support from the masses who keep 
silence. Particular mention should be made of the 
fact that the Pak regime will encounter even graver 
situation in a clash with Christianity. It is against 
such background that people, the young ones in par- 
ticular, are singing the song which was previously in 
vogue and has satirically been adapted of late. 
It runs: 


Comes the day when the bright sun will rise 
Comes the day when it’ll fall with a terrible clash. 


February 15, 1977 
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